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Ann Johnstor’s dzverszon ﬁom isolation has opened up
a world of writing, teaching and international travel

STORY BY SARAH HUNSBERGER

LAKE OSWEGO —

nn Johnston's busi-

ness card says “quilt-

maker,” but when

she steps into her

home studio in Lake

Oswegpo, she says she
feels like a princess.

For three decades, the former
schoolteacher has explored fabrics,
dyes and threads to create fine-art
quilts more akin to paintings than
bedspreads.

What began as a creative outlet
for an isolated young mother living
in southern Oregon has grown into
an international career of teaching,
writing and touring.

Johnston, 61, has written or co-
written half a dozen books and had
solo exhibitions in museums and
galleries up and down the West
Coast. She has exhibited her quilts
from Switzerland to New Zealand.

“Creative is such a generic term,”
said Geri Grasvik, owner of The Pine
Needle quilt shop in Lake Oswego.
“There’s a lot of creative people in
the industry. But Ann is above all
that. Her work communicates mes-
sages into fiber art.”

This year, with her latest book
freshly released and her calendar
filled with teaching engagements
across the globe, Johnston still can't
keep up with all of her ideas. She'll
sign copies of her new book and dis-

A collection of old iron
objects rusts in the
rain outside
Johnston's home
studio in Lake
Oswego. Her mother
collected many of the
objects, which
Johnston uses to dye
fabrics for quiits.
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“'Writing Uphill” is among the quilts featured in the book “Speaking in Cloth:
6 Quilters, 6 Voices.” The book, which Johnston co-wrote, grew from quiit
exhibitions at the Coos Art Museum. it received an award from the Oregon
Arts Commission and the National Endowment for the Arts.

play some of her work Friday and
Saturday at The Pine Needle.

“I feel lucky and powerful,” John-
ston said. “T feel like [ can do what-
ever I want to do ... and I've got
more ideas, and I'm learning every
day, and I'm just overflowing.

“Not necessarily that what I'm do-
ing is good,” she added. “But . . . I'm

making progress.”

Conveying a message

The daughter of a painter and

granddaughter of a seamstress —
two art forms that merge in her work
— Johnston was trained as a
teacher. She left the junior high
classroom after a few years to stay
home with her two children. Living
at the end of a half-mile-long drive-
way in Cave Junction, she took up
quilting as an outlet for creativity
and to cope with isolation while her
husband, also a teacher, was at
work.

Gradually, she began experiment-

> ing with dyeing her own fabrics and

learning ways to color silks and cot-
tons so they remained washable and
usable. She played with stamping,
brushing, soaking, pouring and
printing. She developed her own
techniques and began sharing them
with others. Soon, she was back in
the classroom, teaching what she

' _had learned.

She drew on her background as
an English major to begin writing.
Her latest book, “The Quilter’s Book

Please see QUILTS, Page 12
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Ann Johnston

Age: 61

Home: Lake Oswego
Family: Husband, Jim, 2
retired Gladstone School
District teacher; two adult
children

Education: Bachelor's
degree in English from
Stanford University;
master’s degree in

RIGHT | Johnston (center, black apron) teaches a workshop in Wellington, New
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geography from
University of Oregon
Résumé: Taught new
math as a Peace Corps
volunteer in Peru; taught
middle school in southern
Oregon. After ieaving
teaching to become a

- mother, she gradually

began focusing on
quilting: writing books,

teaching workshops
around the world and
creating her own pieces.
Her latest exhibition
opens this month at
College of the Ozarks in
Missouri.

On her work: | decided
a long time ago that |
wouldn't worry whether
peaple liked it.”

Zealand, in 2004. She's already scheduling classes for 2010 because her
calendar is filling up this year.

COURTESY OF ANN JOHNSTON
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Ann Johnston says she mostly quilts by machine these days, because all the years she spent hand-stitching have left her with tendinitis and rotator cuff probiems.
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LEFT | Johnston
often uses silk
in her quilts,
such as “False
Pockets,” which
she completed
in 2007.
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